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Think Babies™ NC Alliance Leadership Team Organizational Representatives 
 

 
BEST NC 
Leah Sutton  
 
Black Child Development Institute – Charlotte Affiliate 
Devonya Govan-Hunt 
Karita Pimentel 
 
Child Care Services Association 
Kristi Snuggs  
Frederique Yova 
 
Equity Before Birth 
Joy Spencer 
 
Guilford County Ready for School Ready for Life 
Heather Adams 
Charisse Hart 
 
Invest Early NC 
Cyndi Soter O’Neil  
Amber Payne 
 
March of Dimes 
Michaela Penix 
 
MomsRising 
Sheila Arias  
Beth Messersmith  
Tina Sherman 
 
NC Association of County Commissioners 
Brenda Howerton 
 
NC Association for the Education of Young Children 
Lisa Pullis  
 
NC Budget and Tax Center 
Heba Atwa 
Alexandra Sirota 
 

NC Child 
Erica Palmer-Smith 
 
NC Division of Child Development and Early Education 
Theresa Roedersheimer 
 
NC Division of Public Health, Women and Children’s Health 
Kelly Kimple 
 
NC Early Childhood Foundation 
Muffy Grant 
Lindsay Saunders 
 
NC Early Education Coalition 
Rhonda Rivers 
 
NC Head Start Collaboration Office  
Macy Jones 
 
NC Home Visiting & Parenting Education System 
Rachael Burrello 
 
NC Infant and Young Child Mental Health Association 
Kelsey Smith 
 
NC Institute of Medicine 
Michelle Ries 
 
NC Office of the Governor 
Kristen Guillory  
 
NC Partnership for Children 
Amy Cubbage 
Safiyah Jackson 
 
NC Pediatric Society 
Elizabeth Hudgins 
Colleen Huseboe 
 
Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina 
Sharon Hirsch  
Crystal Kelly

 

 
The Think Babies™ NC Alliance is a proud partner in the national ZERO TO THREE Think Babies™ campaign and 

the Pritzker Children’s Initiative’s National Collaborative for Infants and Toddlers. 

The NC Early Education Coalition serves as the backbone organization for the Think Babies™ NC Alliance.  

Staff include: Angela Burch-Octetree, Susan Butler-Staub, Christin Davis, Jenna Nelson and Elaine Zukerman 


