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Think Babies™ NC Alliance Leadership Team Organizational Representatives 
 

 
BEST NC 
Brenda Berg 
Leah Sutton  
 
Black Child Development Institute – Charlotte Affiliate 
Devonya Govan-Hunt 
Karita Pimentel 
 
Child Care Services Association 
Marsha Basloe  
 
Children’s Council of Watauga 
Crystal Kelly 
 
Equity Before Birth 
Joy Spencer 
 
Guilford County Ready for School Ready for Life 
Michelle Chapin 
Charisse Hart 
 
Invest Early NC 
Cyndi Soter O’Neil  
Amber Payne 
 
March of Dimes 
Michaela Penix 
 
MomsRising 
Sheila Arias  
Beth Messersmith  
Tina Sherman 
 
NC Association of County Commissioners 
Brenda Howerton 
 
NC Association for the Education of Young Children 
Lorie Barnes  
Beth Moore 
 
NC Budget and Tax Center 
Alexandra Sirota 

NC Child 
Michelle Hughes 
 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
Rebecca Planchard 
 
NC Division of Child Development and Early Education 
Theresa Roedersheimer 
Kristi Snuggs 
 
NC Early Childhood Foundation 
Muffy Grant 
Sumera Syed 
 
NC Early Education Coalition 
Rhonda Rivers 
 
NC Infant and Young Child Mental Health Association 
Karen Appleyard Carmody  
Sharon Loza 
Chris Payne 
 
NC Institute of Medicine 
Michelle Ries 
Allison Miller 
 
NC Office of the Governor 
Kristen Guillory  
 
NC Partnership for Children 
Amy Cubbage 
Michael Welker 
 
NC Pediatric Society 
Alesia Bailey 
Elizabeth Hudgins 
 
Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina 
Sharon Hirsch  
Melea Rose-Waters

 

 
The Think Babies™ NC Alliance is a proud partner in the national ZERO TO THREE Think Babies™ campaign and 

the Pritzker Children’s Initiative’s National Collaborative for Infants and Toddlers. 

The NC Early Education Coalition serves as the backbone organization for the Think Babies™ NC Alliance.  

Staff include: Angela Burch, Michele Rivest, and Elaine Zukerman 


